Effect of continuous oral diethylcarbamazine treatment on lymphocyte counts of feline leukemia virus-infected cats.
In previous studies, administration of diethylcarbamazine (DEC) resulted in increased serum antibody titers to feline oncornavirus-associated cell membrane antigen (FOCMA) in cats infected with feline leukemia virus (FeLV). FeLV infection of cats frequently results in immunosuppression associated with lymphopenia. The present investigation demonstrated that chronic administration of DEC prevented or delayed severe lymphopenia in two FeLV-infected offspring of an FeLV-infected queen as compared to two untreated littermates.